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In its May 20 issue, daily newspaper O Estado de Sao Paulo reported in results of a study by the
Brazilian Agriculture Ministry, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN
Development Programme (UNDP) on the socio- economic impact of agrarian reform projects carried
out in Brazil. The study, as yet unpublished, is titled, "Principais Indicadores Socio-Economicos dos
Assentamentos de Reforma Agraria." Study authors concluded that despite the "occasional" nature
of Brazilian agrarian reform, and inadequate ancillary support (e.g., production credit, technical
assistance, infrastructure development), the average household income of reform beneficiaries is
equal to 3.7 minimum wages. In brief, most beneficiaries are well-off compared to the vast majority
of Brazilians dependent on agriculture for subsistence, and tens of millions of rural-urban migrants.
According to the study, continued and greater efforts toward "resettlement" of impoverished
agricultural workers and family members would bring about an overall improvement of socioeconomic indicators in rural Brazil, and the society at large. Between 1985 and 1991, the government
developed 524 agrarian reform settlements, involving 94,026 households and 4.713 million ha. The
study was based on a sample of 828 households in 21 states, beneficiaries of 44 of 900 resettlement
projects carried out between 1965 and 1990. The average income of the 828 households was 3.7
minimum wages per month. Households located in the northeastern region averaged 2.33; the
center-west, 3.85; north, 4.18; southeast, 4.13; and the south, 5.62. The poorest agrarian reform
beneficiary households were found in Ceara state (northern region), averaging one minimum wage
per month. (Basic data from O Estado de Sao Paulo, 05/20/92)
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